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Ghazal 416: Do not inquire about the origin and steps in love for his face.



For Linden and Nova

Perhaps one day they will read this book
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Preface

Farid ud-Din Attar of Nishapur, who lived in the twelfth and early thirteenth centuries,
was a pharmacist by trade and one of the great masters of Persian Sufi poetry. He is
best known in the West for The Conference of the Birds, but his Divan, a collection of
some 850 ghazals, is where his voice is most direct: poems of love, annihilation and
longing for the Beloved, written in the classical ghazal form with the sharpness and
daring that led Rumi, a generation later, to call Attar the soul and Sanai the eyes of the
mystics, while he himself came after them.

Attar's ghazals are arranged, as in the traditional editions, by the letter of their rhyme,
from Alef to Ye. They speak the language of the tavern and the wine-house to describe
the states of the soul, and they return again and again to the moment when the lover
disappears into the Beloved.

This is the first of two volumes. It presents ghazals 1 to 416 of the Divan, the poems
whose rhymes run from the letter Alef to the letter Sin: 416 poems in 4,818 couplets,

each Persian couplet followed by its English translation, line by line. Volumes 1 to 0
hold ghazals 1 to 0.

The object of this work is to translate all the ghazals of Attar, line by line, so that the
young generation of Persians unable to read the original Farsi can read them and be
encouraged to learn Farsi.
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When there is no man in love with our beloved,

the prayer-rug is for the ascetics; pain and the gamble are for us.
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| ©O,> - Letter Alef

h o,k @ue 5> (6350 gued L 92 21 Jje
Ghazal 1: When there is no man in love with our beloved
L bo )b @aine > (6350 gasd Cwss (992
) Lo jlad g 3,5 I) laslj odloww
When there is no man in love with our beloved,
The prayer mat of the ascetics becomes our pain and gamble.
0125 695 92 Ml Yoo Yl aS Ll
h o )8z ol b ol gl cuws o
Wherever there is the soul of men, like a spinning ball,
That is not the place for the drunkards, what is our purpose there?
A gl b Gize oLl S
L) bo jlaz g 5pd 1) o) ylawlj 0
If the winebearers sit with the ascetics,
The wine will become the pain and intoxication of our path.
L) oBiwsSud 033 1) plhalse Gisle)d
h b )85k e | glabas il
The cure for the sincere, the pain for the broken,
His joy for the reformers, sorrow for our memory.
ey LSl G U.JL‘)S [E=N V) (5'
hlo )b wilsy bo yo d90 azy 55
O claimant, where are you that you may witness our kingdom,
For our beloved has taken away everything that was in us.
h Lo )lj 09l ol 92 wiuws S
A message of ecstasy came from the voice of truth,
Saying, "O weary one, when will you find our sorrow?

g yd Sl o) (gl e
|) o )st 051wl pLoJ 9| as |).))
Attar, in this sorrowful path, descends,
For he is the complete healer of our sorrows.

b e gulail o 3,150 6455 wdl; j :F Jje

Ghazal 2: The breath of Jesus keeps alive from your locks
) Grane puldil Lo 5)1>0 0335 widl; j



) Gweo ez clld gy MS(0 g,
The breeze keeps the breath of Jesus alive through the locks of your hair
The brightness of your face illuminates the vision of Moses' eyes

0S VLS )5 Zamo oS Yl Eie ASymw
) G 4595 2o Lo IS jl dpe Jabs
Embark on a morning journey, explore the garden,
With the breeze, the nightingale carries a hundred human-like songs from the flowers.
Gl G935 wlg Hil>g) Ggub b S
h ok 9 po US o)y ibog S
No one with spiritual fervor will desire physical pleasure
For the sake of union with the beloved, abandon me and my desires
Glods 59y ) Lo 9 2l gy 033 51 S
) o )93 2l 6983 d8)3 (jom
If you step out from behind the curtain and reveal your face to us,
You will burn the cloak of pretense and find the light of meaning.
2o o dy ablj jw (698D AS e b jl >
) 69> Cuwl Zliseo az 3)l> S )> o> 9=
The heart claims a hundred meanings from the tangle of your locks,
When hearts are shattered, what need is there for claims?
Eagy8s 05b 05 Sy 4y Al G dj > Sy @
I) U.L?J U.uS.C Q:’>) )jl.\jl 0.)[.3 ) ;I
In one moment, I would sell thirty years of asceticism
If it reveals the reflection of divine manifestation in the wine.
51k @8y S1 p)l> o aS i) S
) Gile )55 @9, 9 inj ke
If she unveils the beauty I possess,
She will display the adornment and splendor of the garden of my soul.
Al gy 035 5155 @il> (e aS elV>
b o Jol g o)l Ao ) j=> (S
Beloved, if I know that you will step out from behind the curtain,
You will only see me in the tavern, not among the pious.

h Gl )i Lo @y alaiy adg, 55 S
In the workshop of seeking, one becomes a seeker like 'Attar,
If you reveal the manifestation of light to us in the garden,

o Olgiy jlh iy 03,5 @lle ay gl ¥ Jjé
Ghazal 3: O, who has revealed my hidden secret to the world



o leiy i 1 035 plle @y
o Ol2 ) e 29T V9T IS S Ve
You have made my hidden secret manifest in the world,
Who am I that my soul should receive a fragrance like yours?

Sie 00 )3 85 a2 @)l> 3> 3o Jd 9 vl
Lo Oleds i vl sloo)S oy o5 wez
I have a soul and heart full of pain, look into me as you have revealed my hidden
secret.

SOT 51 69) @58)S 195 )> 95695 69T )
o Ol)S iz Oloyd 93 (69 j= s
From the desire for your face, I have become blood, for the face,
There is no cure for my weeping eyes except your face.

@ias o) > @l gz 3,5 Ghyw jl az)S
o 0Ly o2l 2ol o jw g b
Although I have surrendered myself like a pen in the path of love,
Neither my feet nor my head have appeared in this desert of mine.
rad) 30L5 2 9> 85 Juog el S
o Oy (g3lg 2iS)> 6) I G
If the hope of union with you is not my guide,
The path will lead me forever to the valley of separation.
Gz wudiSiw o yleyd a5 Gibde 95 ez
o Oloy> ¢5 Sjlwe az ab 3> jl 03)>
As you know what my remedy is, being lost,
My pain has exceeded its limit, why do you pretend to be my remedy?
97 aj Yozed Cuwl Gliny I Hlbe pl>
o Ly vl 292 59, 32 ©S g2
The soul of 'Attar is in turmoil, like your tresses,
Gather my restless soul upon your face.

Ghazal 4: I said, in my hardship and humiliation
ho &)lo> 9 iizo jail @idS
lpo (6)1355 55 Gl 092
I said, in my hardship and humiliation,
When you see, you won't abandon me.

o> S i e pglse OF jl Ay
o 5)lgud @ j> 335 Cuwd
After that, it became clear to me that this tale



Will not give me a hand except in difficulty.
. “» QS . ULL% - N U»‘o ).I
Lo 6)lud (59, eolid U
I am so intoxicated by the wine of your love
That until the Day of Judgment, sobriety is not for me.
i SL > eree wle @ S
o ©)l92)52 9 3 1) g5 J>
If you plunder, there is no remorse in your heart,
Your heart is filled with wind, and I am consumed by anguish.
19l 2yd aS @ilgis gi |l
Lo 6)Ui0 dbyd 5> oSl
I cannot cry out to you,
For you do not respond to my cries.
55 @i )b o by S
o 6)b pw 4 2138,

If I moan under the burden of your love,
Increase the burden upon me, O bearer of burdens.
s azy 3355 )l o) )5
Lo )l 59y 99 5l s
If the world becomes weary of everything it possesses,
I am not weary of your face.

0o G)liw olaw oo jl
o G)li O G 2 U9z
Do not despise me, the wretched one,
When you see me in this state of lamentation.
a2 )l @315 (gog; aisS
o 6ok 23 S 200 V92
You had said, "I will give you assistance until the end,
When I die, how will you give me assistance?
0SSl o U39 )l 02
o 6)l> S a2 U g3 @ >
Unveil the curtain and make my heart joyful,
How long will you keep me in your sorrow?
Uing> 685 0w g2 jl S92
Lo 6,53l ings 695 S>
What is the use of my own street for the dogs?
The dust of my own street seems like me.
900 el 9 03,95 093> FMo
I o (5 )I}:H Slasiowl G



For a while, I drank blood and had no way,
There is no talent for my weariness.

M S > aS pusS hle
o 6)13)> g5 51 (6395 S
I did not speak falsely when I said you became heartless,
If it were not for you, I would not have a beloved.
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I am also my own obstacle on my path,
How long will you keep me from Attar and mysticism?
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Ghazal 5: What are you doing to my burnt soul?
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You burned my soul, what are you doing to me?

I have fallen head over heels, what are you rushing me for?
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In your path, I have fallen for the scent of that,
If you hold onto it and caress me.
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But I fear that I may never, for eternity,
Rise again if you cast me away.
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If you desire a helpless servant,
I have come so you may find a solution for me.
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When I became the moth of your candle-like face,
How many times will you make me burn like a candle?
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Although it is not a game to be played with one's life,
Like a moth, it is a sacrifice for my beloved.
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I do not desire your entire existence,
And this does not require sacrifice from me.
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Lift my head like a candle once,
How long will you keep me in the shame of bowing down?
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Last night, the union with you in a sweet dream,
Made a solitary moment of companionship for me.
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When your union struck upon me with a wink,
Morning began its role as a sorrowful messenger for me.
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When Farid sings with your voice,
Grant me the closeness of his melody.
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Ghazal 6: If your heart did not tire of us
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If your heart does not tire of us,
do not be unaware of us for a moment.
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In the fire of the heart, it keeps circling,
Like a bird, it flies away from us.
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Turning the bloodshot eyes even more tearful,
Every day, a thousand homes away from us.
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Like a weeping spring cloud,
You turn the soil into flowers with our blood.
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What desire, like a wild horse,
makes your heart sometimes stray from us?
Vg plel Lo @& )5 b
Lo jl Sy Gae diiyy b
Either sever all ties with our sorrow,
Or break the thread of love from us.
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Do not flee from us, even if it did not come,
For nothing but suffering and affliction comes from us.
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From every hardship, a hundred treasures are revealed,
The difficult enchantment of a hundred secrets comes from us.
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How is 'Attar in this state?
Mad with love, and wise from us.
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Ghazal 7: Bring forth tumult once again for this old pain-drinker
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Once again, stir up the frenzy of this pain-drinking old man,

He drank a hundred cups from the blood of our heart-filled goblet.

A jles )5 aueS jg A )5 )08 wawly oz

bo pMuwl j 2 jl0 2l 1> 2d 395 58S >
When he became true in his work and fell into intoxication from the Kaaba,

He embraced his own disbelief, became disgusted with our Islam.
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So he said, "How long will we be slaves to this desire and pain of a single breath?
Let us always speak as one, until both worlds become our abode.
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He who possesses little became a master without a home or foundation,



Freed from reputation and disgrace, this infamous one is noble.
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Then he became a true man, distinct from both worlds,
From his pain, our pain became intoxicated, like the drunkenness of our seven limbs.
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The heart became like a lover, the soul fell from its duty,
Until it poured its wings from the cup of the heart into our cup.
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When the soul drank that wine, it became unconscious of its own self,
Reason became silent from the world, and tranquility departed from the heart.
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Attar shed blood in the monastery of Magians, in secret,
A cry arose from the world, "Oh intoxicated one, the drinker of our pain.

boiuo 132 (p0 j Glwai 92 :A Jj€
Ghazal 8: When you have become separate from me, my beloved
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When you have become separated from me, my beloved,
A meeting that you have not left in regret.
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The truth is aware of what lies between you and me,
He suffices me from the one who has wronged.
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And if my death has come into your hands,
I have accepted whatever the pen has written.
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Becoming annihilated from oneself, like 'Attar,
He said, "Nothing exists except the presence of the Truth.
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Ghazal 9: Fire has fallen into my heart, O cupbearer
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In my heart, O cupbearer, a fire has fallen
O cupbearer, where are you? Come quickly.
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Come, for I have remained by the fire
In longing for your face, O cupbearer
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On the plant of the breath, tie the water of life
How many breaths do I have, like a plant
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Like a dog, my ego found a salty morsel
It became pure, like a soul filled with radiance
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The breath is gone, the soul remains, and the heart is burnt
Not a particle of face or pretense remains
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Our breath has become the color of the soul, it seems
The breath was like copper, and the soul like alchemy
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They make us die so they can create
Our dust in the eyes of the parrot-like stars
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Day by day, pour wine into the cup
Wine, the soul of the cup, the cup of the beloved
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Let the blood flow from the eyes like a river
How long will you wander, circling the blood like a river?
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Sacrifice yourself like 'Attar, selflessly
How long will you say "neither Ali nor Layla"?
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Ghazal 10: Come inside, you have settled in my heart
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You have settled in my heart, come inside
Neither come out of my heart, nor come into my blood.
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When you don't come out of my heart for a moment,
Every moment, come in a different form in my eyes.
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When no one ever seeks a single particle,

You come as a peacock feather in every single particle.
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Let there be a sorrow, like a precious gem,

That emerges from the ocean, come outside, come.
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The drowned diver comes before you,

Come from the sea of poverty into the Hamtin.
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If you appear, the two worlds will be lost,
Do not come now, oh pearl.
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Do not come out and dissolve the two worlds,
Say, "No one is outside of you now, come.
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When you manifest, I become lost,



Be gracious and come beyond my capacity.
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When I don't have access to even a single strand of your hair,
Come with a hand that is higher than the heavens.
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When my heart came to life through sobriety,
Come to this madman without wine.
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O Fereydoun, bring forth the melodious moon of your poetry,
Bring forth the boundless moon of this melody.



w W,> - Letter Be

wxe g ) Jd Gl (63)0 e gl N Jje
Ghazal 11: Oh, what a strange pain is this, how strange
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Oh, what a strange pain is in the heart, so strange
Remaining in thoughts of that day and night
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Fallen on a path without feet or head,
Like a bird, half-dead, for this reason.
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How long shall I remain on the path of love,
Amidst dust and blood, in fever and turmoil.
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They unveil the curtain of hidden work,

All who possess lineage from his breeze.
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O restless heart, you have made a covenant,
How long will you keep turning in turmoil?
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You have unfolded the secrets of love in my heart,
If it weren't for your lack of manners.
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I have a heart full of words, but what's the use?
When my tongue is not a worker, oh wonder.
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Behold the manifest and hidden,
Beloved is with us, we have fallen in pursuit.
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No work in the world is more wondrous than this,
Remaining with dry lips on the edge of the sea.
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This is a difficult task and a long journey,
This is a hard affliction and a wondrous pain.
S 0951 U jlac gl @gl>

IS ol Wyl Gpas 5 G

Always, O Attar, play the flute with sorrow,

So that the command of joy may come from the presence.
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Ghazal 12: Day and night, how unaware you are of day and night.
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When you are unaware of day and night,
How can you find joy in day and night?
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His face, like a ray, illuminates this day,
His hair, like a shadow, casts upon this night.
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Sometimes this ray becomes that hidden shadow,
Sometimes this shadow seeks that radiant light.
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Hundreds of thousands disappear in existence,
Hundreds of thousands exist in disappearance, oh wonder.
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When you remain in the first proof,
You remain entangled in your own shame.
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Until you die and return to life again,



You will experience a hundred thousand times the disrespect of existence.
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Whoever descends to a place,
Is called a wavering soul.
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When you fall from the veil, hasten,
Never strike a breath without seeking.
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The seeker is the one whose soul, every breath,
Is thirstier, yet without cause.
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No cause, no reason for its existence,
Neither from itself nor from any other source.
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When he has no qualities, how can he have them?
He is all of it, this is a wondrous affair.
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If you must seek this secret,
Strip yourself of its plunder.
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You remained on the shore, a treasure buried in the sand,
You remained dry-lipped amidst the sea.
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When the moisture comes, the purpose is from the bone,
How long will the bone remain without moisture?
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Drink the wine of existence, oh mortal,

Then fill both worlds with ecstasy and celebration.
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Become intoxicated with eternity and be transient,
So that you may become eternally free from weariness.
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When you become free from the shame of existence,
Then the command of the left will be yours.
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From the breath of the one who drank this wine,
Hell's burning fire caught a fever.
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Drink, like 'Attar, this pure wine of love,
From the hand of the Arab cupbearer.
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Ghazal 13: Remove the veil from the moon tonight.
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Unveil the moon tonight,

Let its beauty shine bright tonight.
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I have set my eyes on the path all day long,
So that you may come with honor tonight.
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You and I, we are complete together,
Do not give anyone the voice tonight.
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My work will not be completed if, like last night,
You start being rebellious tonight.
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Although your work is all about secrecy,
Do not unveil this work tonight.
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You are like a candle, and the world is like the day,
I am like a devoted moth tonight.
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Like a moth, I have fallen at your feet,
Raise me higher than this tonight.

My life is not more than a few nights like a candle,
My life has passed, what more can you do tonight?
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I have been without you in a hundred sorrows today,
What will you do, make me suffer tonight?
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The bird of the heart, imprisoned in the cage of longing,
Intends to take flight tonight.
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Do not take away the seed from the bird of my heart,
For it has become a companion of your voice tonight.
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Look at the heart of 'Attar, a mirror of qualities,
Throw a stone upon the mirror tonight.
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Ghazal 14: What witness is with us tonight?
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What witness is with us tonight
That illuminates the whole world with its face tonight
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Neither the candle has a ray, nor the moon a glow
Nor Venus has a radiance in the sky tonight



