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Ghazal 417: "Last night, he came and said, 'Be of that essence’
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Ghazal 852: O Sun, your face is of utmost beauty



For Linden and Nova

Perhaps one day they will read this book
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Ghazal 417 to 852, Letter Shin to Ye



Preface

Farid ud-Din Attar of Nishapur, who lived in the twelfth and early thirteenth centuries,
was a pharmacist by trade and one of the great masters of Persian Sufi poetry. He is
best known in the West for The Conference of the Birds, but his Divan, a collection of
some 850 ghazals, is where his voice is most direct: poems of love, annihilation and
longing for the Beloved, written in the classical ghazal form with the sharpness and
daring that led Rumi, a generation later, to call Attar the soul and Sanai the eyes of the
mystics, while he himself came after them.

Attar's ghazals are arranged, as in the traditional editions, by the letter of their rhyme,
from Alef to Ye. They speak the language of the tavern and the wine-house to describe
the states of the soul, and they return again and again to the moment when the lover
disappears into the Beloved.

This is the second of two volumes. It presents ghazals 417 to 852 of the Divan, the
poems whose rhymes run from the letter Shin to the letter Ye: 436 poems in 4,704
couplets, each Persian couplet followed by its English translation, line by line.
Volumes 1 to 1 hold ghazals 1 to 416.

The object of this work is to translate all the ghazals of Attar, line by line, so that the
young generation of Persians unable to read the original Farsi can read them and be
encouraged to learn Farsi.
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When there is no man in love with our beloved,

the prayer-rug is for the ascetics; pain and the gamble are for us.
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U W,> - Letter Shin

oL bo ol jl S g dol Gigd :FIV ;&
Ghazal 417: "Last night, he came and said, 'Be of that essence’
U.uLJ Lo 0Tj| cadS 9 .\.OTU.'I)QD
OB Lo ploxiol &gy >
Last night, he came and said, "Be one with us
In the thicket of our trials, be one with us
A9l 8a3) d9) yole S
Wb Lo plz 929 4y 03
If you desire to be eternally alive,
Be alive in the essence of our souls.
9S> OT)'| G oS cuwl (g 0e
Ul Lo ol 1 el widg )3
It has been a lifetime since I lost myself,
If the time comes, be one with us.
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Come bravely to our alley,
Shout and scatter your soul, be one with us.
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If you are not an intimate companion,
Be a companion at our threshold.
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You have flown from your nest,
Be the seeker of our nest.
JAy 395 3929 S5
0Ib Lo Yl 2 9 9 IO
Beware of the shame of your existence,
Become transient and be without a trace.
O 29> 4 Slgid o)
b bo vloler soker 5>
You cannot find the path by yourself,
Be in the embrace of our champion.
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How long will you sleep while the caravan has departed?
Be in the ranks of our caravan.
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Since you know that we are all one,
Do not speak with separation.
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When all people are foreigners,
Be the translator for everyone.
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How long will you be immersed
In the stories of 'Attar?
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Ghazal 418: O heart, if you are in love, be in pursuit of the beloved.
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If you are in love, be in pursuit of the beloved,
Be waiting for the beloved day and night at the door of the heart.
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Your beloved is always present at the door of the heart,
Open the door of the heart, be present and awake.
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The eye of the soul sees his face until it becomes visible,
In seeking his face, be like a face against the wall.
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If the army of desires has captured the vicinity of the heart,
Then if you are in love, be a sober lover.
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No one knows when the beloved will reveal their beauty,
But you, be ready with the currency of preparedness.
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In the path of the Beloved, sacrifice everything, heart and soul,
You, be content with being alive, detached from all.
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If your heart and soul long for eternal life,
Stay silent and be a companion to annihilation, O Attar.
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Ghazal 419: Ghairat amad bar delam zad door bash
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Let jealousy strike my heart, stay away
Meaning, oh unworthy one, stay away from this door
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Stay away from the king, for otherwise your life will be in danger.
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If you desire the union with the King, be abandoned from your own existence.
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Tell your soul to abandon what it said,
Be a servant to the waywardness of the ego.
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Cast yourself aside and swear allegiance to the Beloved,
Whether in mourning or in celebration, be as you wish.
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When you burn like a moth from the candle's flame,
Always be a witness to the light.
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If you draw his union towards the sea of wine,
Do not become intoxicated, be a drunken lover.
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Neither become intoxicated with a single wine like the mindless,
Nor be completely consumed by a single pain, be excused.
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If you drink from the oceans of wine,

Forever be afflicted with the thirst.
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Do not become like that Hallaj, intoxicated,

Be either Husayn or Mansur.
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When I blow my spirit into you,

Be a pure spirit above the breath of forms.
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Take refuge in the corner of solitude, like 'Attar,
Then enter into that corner and be veiled.
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Ghazal 420: If you are a true traveler, be with the travelers
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If you are a wayfarer, be among the wayfarers,
In the veil of the secret, be hidden in blood.
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See how they have entrusted the path,
If you are a wayfarer, be like that.
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If you seek to attain the union with the Beloved,
Come with open eyes and be without words.
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Rise above the bounds of your own fate,
Be bound by the fate of others.
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In the alley of the dervish, like a phoenix,
Be present, with nameless and without a sign.

S olez uil 95,35
UL Olgle o 4 033
Pass through this transient world,
Be alive in eternal life.
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In one step, leave behind both this world and that,
Let go of the world and be in the world.
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Do not look with the eyes of possession,
Be beyond this and that, from both worlds.
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Beware of the pretender, O 'Attar,

Be a corner-dweller and be in the midst.
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Ghazal 421: "In your love, I am you, be you me
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In your love, I am you, be me
Say it's one shirt, but be two bodies
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When one body has a thousand souls,
Say one soul has a thousand bodies.
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Neither a body nor a soul it is,

Be everything, be yourself.
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When all is one in reality,



Say one body has two shirts.
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Beloved, I have become all that is you,
I am you, be me, and you be me.
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O heart, in the midst of these words,
Be like a dead body wrapped in a shroud.
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Like a lily with ten tongues in this head,
Keep silent, speak without words.
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Do not reveal the secret, but like a flower,
Smile sweetly, and let your lips be silent.
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If they ask you, "What is disbelief?
Say, "Be a lover with shattered locks.
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If they ask you, "What is faith?
Say, "Behold the face and be a cry of ecstasy.
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If you possess such a face,
Be like Abraham, a breaker of idols.
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If they tell you that you must burn,
Be the one who burns for the sake of burning.
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If they issue a fatwa to kill you,
Be the one who finds solace in self-sacrifice.
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Be like Husayn, steadfast in sacrifice,
In killing and burning, be like Hasan.
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Become the player of your own annihilation,
And be the display of both man and woman.
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Sometimes be female, sometimes male,
If you are a bird, don't be like a crow.
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The completion of your path, said 'Attar,
Be the disgrace of a thousand gatherings.

Ghazal 422: I have become exposed in the guise of a dervish.
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I have become a wandering dervish,
Among a group of ruffians.
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All are lamenters and all are wanderers,
All bear pain and all are rebels.
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Leave behind the notion of good and bad in the world,
For the world desires you, and desires you not.
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The madness has spread its snare,
Even reason has fallen into its trap.
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O cupbearer, why do you sleep? Arise!

For the sky does not grant you poppies.
o @ )ke e jl plive



Obhd |y disuw o a9 aS
Remove the dust from my heart with wine,
For you are the bedspread of my chest.
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If you split a hair in the realm of knowledge,
And if your tongue is a dispenser of pearls.
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A single strand of hair does not increase or decrease,
From what the eternal artist painted with His finger.
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How would you know that within this filthy body,
Is it the sun of the soul or a bat?
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Longing for love has fallen upon me,

Like a candle on the carpet, spreading its light.
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What can a ascetic do when, from the coldness,
Twenty feathers fall from the fear of his arrow.
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The self-centered ascetic never becomes mature,
Unless he immerses himself in the fire.
22559 Ol 97 Aol o
Ui Alied 395 (Ggaw LS aS
The ascetic is like that skilled woodworker,
Who constantly carves towards himself.
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Be a selfless man and have no fear,

For he who fears is not among the dead.
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I am not a petty collector or connoisseur,
For I have no need for any trifle.
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Stay away from someone who constantly
conceals disbelief while revealing faith.
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As a half-ascetic and half-sinner,
To which group do I belong, I wish I knew.
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What news do you have at this moment, O Attar,
That you take a step on this path?
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Ghazal 423: My hand cannot reach to wash her hair
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My hand cannot reach to wash her hair
I fell at her feet, out of her hand
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If I become the bird of her desire
There are a hundred traps in her hair
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From her lips, she does not offer wine, yet she knows
My intoxication comes from the drunkenness of her narcissus eyes
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My poor heart, intoxicated by her eyes
Shattered a hundred repentances with a single glance
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The beauty of her face blossomed like a flower
Her soul embraced it like a bud from within
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From the abundance of musk that fell from her tresses,



Like dust beneath her feet, it became lowly.
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When there is an idol like that in the world,
They worship it, for its place is there.
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Each strand of my hair whispers to me,
Look at her face, for it said, "Do not worship her.
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The beloved who does not remove her veil,
They do not prostrate in her presence.
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The heart that 'Attar had in his love,
Rose with hope and never settled.
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Ghazal 424: Translation
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My poor heart, intoxicated by his narcissus,
One glance shattered a hundred repentances.
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His eyes became intoxicated from the desire of his face,
No wonder if I become intoxicated by him.
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I see a magnificent hand ornament,
It has bent the seventy-two sects.
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The sun, when it reaches its beauty,
Cannot pour water onto its own hand.
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As the moon, whose face shines with beauty,
A hundred veils are drawn by the beloved's charm.
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A hundred souls I must sacrifice at every breath,
So that I may merge into the union of his presence.
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My beloved, my heart is like a bird caught in your trap,
Who can escape when your trap holds its grip?
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The intellect that unraveled the knots of creation,
Your radiant face has tied it in the knot of longing.
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If 'Attar sends his soul as a gift,

It cries out, "Send me back!
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Ghazal 425: If my heart is taken, a beloved heart will reach it.
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If my heart is stolen, the beloved's charm will reach it
And if I nurture it, it will receive the care of a servant

8 U 038 jl o)l> gl juw (p0 S s j
Uy (G ppan 4 djgumy el 92 )5
From having his head, I have reached his feet
If he burns like a candle, he will reach the top
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The world was adorned with the white work of dawn's face
When night falls, the enchantment of darkness reaches it
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Like the sun, his face illuminates the essence of Islam
If he adorns his locks, the custom of infidelity reaches him
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When his face is like the back of a beautiful army, it breaks the ranks
If he intentionally intends to conquer, he reaches the intention of an army
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He saw her unawareness and said today
By the command of the moon, she reaches equality
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A hundred suns illuminate me in this moment
When the closed circle reaches the state of servitude
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When the spring of life seeks alms from his lips
If he rises, he reaches the realm of Alexander
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What was Alexander with lips like the water of life
For if he were to go like Khizr, he would reach prophethood
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When Farid speaks from her ruby lips,
Her words reach the door and the pearl of eloquence.
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Ghazal 426: The one who wears a crown, cannot be reached by your hat.
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Whoever wears a crown, may not reach it
And whoever is full of water, may not reach your rank
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Whoever is not burdened by the lowly abode of poverty
Will not reach the heights of your station
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Whoever remains within themselves like the vast sky
If they don't become like the orbit of your path, they won't reach it
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Until one becomes like a master Joseph,
They won't reach servitude in the depths of your well.
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Until someone seeks refuge in a single particle,
Even if it is the throne, they won't reach your refuge.
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If the throne is placed beneath your feet,
His hand won't reach the black tresses of your hair.
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Although the sun may rest its head on the throne,
Its radiance cannot reach the beauty of your face.
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The half-Turk turned his head from that,
The scent that doesn't reach your Turk-like hat.
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Until someone breaks the entirety of their ego's heart,
The talk of armies and troops won't reach them.
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Until the weeping candle burns all through the night,
Not a single morning breeze can reach it.
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Until someone reaches the heights of the sky,
The orbit of your divine court won't reach them.
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Until someone gives their soul in the agony of intoxication,
The excuse of seeking forgiveness from your ruby lips won't reach them.
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If 'Attar does not become one, like a hair,



The musk from the two strands of your hair won't reach him.
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Ghazal 427: Love is that which has no end
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Love is that which has no end,
Neither ultimate nor initial.
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How long shall I say, who knows when I will reach there
When was it, when it had no ultimate end
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If you wander for thousands of years,
Keep wandering as if there is no end to it.
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If someone falls into disbelief,
After that, there will never be guidance for them.
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If a single particle descends into the heart,
It will not find a dwelling in a hundred worlds.
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A hundred thousand blood may pour like the wind,
For there is no support like fire for it.
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Existence desires that from every good and bad,
There is no gratitude or complaint from anyone.
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Do not exist at all, for in your truth,
As long as you exist, there is no grace for it.
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Whoever takes a breath without the guidance of a spiritual guide,
Their actions will be devoid of any meaningful narrative.
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Go on the path of spiritual guidance, so that you may reach the destination,
For being alone is not sufficient.
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The one who bears old age without insight,
From this, no sin has ever been committed.
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When the old man does not see the path step by step,
He is blind, and this is not the realm of his authority.
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O Attar, when will the ruler attain sovereignty,
If he does not show care for his subjects?
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Ghazal 428: Love requires neither heart nor religion
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Love requires neither heart nor religion

I am like this, as it requires me to be like this
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Wherever there is a face like the moon in the sky,
It must bow down before it on the earth.
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A woman of virtue never sees his threshold,
The man of soul must be in his embrace.
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Every day, love pulls a hundred thousand lovers,
What more is needed, it must be like this.
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Happiness comes from pride, from pride,
It must always be melancholic.
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Thousands of thrones have fallen into chaos,
The chamber of the sorrowful heart must be like this.
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In the path of his love, rise like a warm fire,
For fire must be in the company of fire.
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His treasure's secret was not found by anyone,
The burning of love and the pain of faith must be his.
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A cold sigh emerges from raw breath,
A warm, fiery sigh must be its companion.
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That trust which the two worlds could not bear,
A hundred trustworthy worlds must be its companion.
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If you haven't seen the treasure of his love, become blind,
For blindness is what the seer of the path must have.
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The treasure of his essence fills the entire world,
Only those worthy of that treasure shall possess it.
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He can give a harvest at every moment,
But a man must gather the clusters.
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From east to west, the world sings its song,
And from you, it seeks a single loaf of bread.



