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Preface

Divan Shams is a collection of poems written by the Persian poet and Sufi mystic
Mawlana Jalal-ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi, also known as Rumi. A compilation of
lyric poems written in the Persian language, it contains 3,230 ghazals. While following
the long tradition of Sufi poetry as well as the traditional metrical conventions of
ghazals, the poems in the Divan showcase Rumi’s unique, trance-like poetic style.
Written in the aftermath of the disappearance of Rumi’s beloved spiritual teacher,
Shams-i Tabrizi, the Divan is dedicated to Shams and contains many verses praising
him and lamenting his disappearance. Although not a didactic work, Divan still
explores deep philosophical themes, particularly those of love and longing.

This is the eighth of nine volumes. It presents ghazals 2540 to 2917 of the Divan, the
poems whose rhymes run from the letter Ye: 378 poems in 4,011 couplets, each

Persian couplet followed by its English translation, line by line. Volumes 1 to 7 hold
ghazals 1 to 2539.

The object of this work is to translate all poems of the Divan Shams, line by line so
that the young generation of Persians unable to read the original Farsi can read it and
encourage them to learn Farsi.
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Reveal your face, for my desire is a garden and a flower bed.

Open your lips, for my wish is abundant sweetness.
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Ghazal 2540: Like a lion and a bee, my love, what harm is there if we unite?
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Like a lion and a bee, my love, what harm is there if we unite?
Just as honey cannot escape from milk, you too must not try to escape.
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If I am unworthy, my love, make me worthy through your grace
And if I am insignificant and worthless, let me find something in you.
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If a drop becomes a pearl when it finds grass from you,
Then a particle becomes a rhyme when you bind and tie it.
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We are all dust, stirred by the remembrance of water and the breath of wind,
Like a flower that laughs and weeps, from which you can learn a lesson.
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Make him a laughing garden and give him a command,
For you have become a safe garden from the autumnal calamities.
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Sometimes in the form of water, you give life to the flower,
Sometimes in the form of wind, you suspend it on every branch.
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Its roots are above, its branches upside down,
Contrary to those trees of Saadi and Shams.
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Sometimes you whisper to the ear of my heart that you have fallen into my yoghurt,
I am the soul of the whole world, but beware of leaving your soul.

GrB9)d U il 92 piny woilj 65



Sy 2 ) U aS mliss weily 65
Sometimes I tie your knees like a camel, so you can kneel down,
Sometimes I open your knees so you can rise from your place.
Ul pinz @y Sy po @ pirels g bl sl Jlo
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Do not refuse, oh camel, and look at me with conscious eyes,
So that I may grant you a new distinction, even though you are already distinguished.
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You are the candle, and I am the fire. When I fall into your mind, it's delightful.
One half of me burns, the other half falls.
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Don't be content with any burning, like a moth. Burn your head in front of the candle,
like the flame of this labyrinthine longing.
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If you have the head of the intoxicated, let go of your turban and hold onto your head.
Some have turbans, but no heads; Turban-wearers are a dime a dozen.
2 b o 35390 ol b @S cuwl) Loyl yaw
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Their heads are true, who have engaged in head-to-head combat with Him.
Less than a thorn that struck a rose, from the agility and quickness of the combat.
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Do not seek anything except from His own mine,
For they find gold from gold and preciousness from what is most precious.
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Be silent, for how can one tell the story of a lifetime in a single day?
From a single brick, how can one make a collar and a crown?
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Ghazal 2541: Oh my soul, my soul, my soul, why do you ask when you see?
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Oh my soul, my soul, my soul, why do you ask when you see?
Oh my treasure, my treasure, my treasure, why do you fear when you are with me?
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Become a Muslim from nothingness and non-existence, go wherever I take you. In the
end, I will take you to the holy abode, for you are a child of the sacred.
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What do you seek in terms of type and kind, when everything is of a certain type and
kind?
xS Ul 9 w2l Sp @ 68 ol plels 3
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If you grasp the hem of life, abandon this and that,
For you are not of jinn or human kind, but of the divine.
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Ghazal 2542: Shine, oh moon, upon my beloved and say, "Oh friend, come
closer." Blow, oh wind, upon his locks, for he is beautiful and charming.
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Shine, oh moon, upon my beloved and say, "Oh friend, come closer." Blow, oh wind,
upon his locks, for he is beautiful and charming.
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Whether you come from here or there, whether you come or not, you are all sweetness
and candy. Oh, what a sweet delight!
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I never listen to reproach, I won't become helpless in pursuit. Love is not a game,
come, truly.
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If they bury me in the earth, you are my beloved and heart's desire. And if they raise
me up to the sky, it's from that high place, oh Aga Pousi.
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If I am above like a love-seeking monk, I will seek you. And if I am at the bottom of

the sea, I am in that sea, oh Aga Pousi.
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From the radiance of your face, oh moon, from your generosity, oh king,
My prison has become a desert, in that desert, oh Aga Pousi.
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When I see him, like a drunkard, I wash my hands of shame
I grab onto his path and say, "Oh master, Aga Pousi.
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My heart's delight argues with me in a pleasant manner,
Bring tears and strike her with them, say "Ila Aga Pousi.
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Every soul seeks you to kiss your feet,

Zahra cannot say, "Come here, oh Aga Pousi.
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If you take anger and delay from the drunken servant,
You will remain alone and lonely, oh Aga Pousi.
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Come, oh garden and oh flower garden, come, oh cypress and oh lily,
Say to the blindness of the enemy, "We belong to Aga Pousi.
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Come, sit by my side in the old customary way,

And move those sweet lips, for the sake of Aga Pousi, like Rumi.
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I am ignorant, you are wise, tell the rest, oh beloved,

In your eloquence, I am dumbfounded, in your silence, Aga Pousi.
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Ghazal 2543: Come, oh self-satisfied king, sit on your throne of self-
satisfaction
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Come, oh self-satisfied king, sit on your throne of self-satisfaction
Come, strike the hearts of the drunkards, for you are the master of the age.
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Raise the smoke from your heart, but do not settle anywhere except in blood
Shatter the heavens from the heavens, for you are the soul of fire in human form.
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In that sea which is blood, dry and wet are outside of it
Come and show how it is, that you drink waves like a whale.
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Point to that drunkard who is among the people
Pour the heavy jug lightly, for you are the cupbearer of that wine.
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Fill the cup for the lion-hearted, dazzle the eyes of the satiated with gold
With a cup, demolish reason, for reason is raw in that place.
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Burn with your beauty, oh sovereign, the name and honor of the lovers
For coldness comes from the lovers, beware of infamy.
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I saw the Universal Intellect with a sacrificial knife on its neck
I said to this full-of-joy heart, "How are you like Ishmael, how are you like the ram?
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He spoke of the love of Shams al-Din, that Tabriz is like China to him
Like newly risen moons, circling the Sami assembly.
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Ghazal 2544: 1 heard a Kurd lost his camel in the desert,
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I heard a Kurd lost his camel in the desert,
Many camels searched from every direction in the desert.
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When the camel was lost, he slept in the roadside out of grief,



His heart was in turmoil from the regret of the lost camel.
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When finally night arrived, he searched from sleep with a sorrowful heart,
The shining moon emerged, like a polo ball from the face of the sky.
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By the light of the moon, he saw the camel standing in the middle of the road,
Tears of joy streamed down his face like the April rain clouds.
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She illuminated her face in the bright moonlight and said, "How can I describe your
beauty, goodness, radiance, and charm?
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Oh Lord, illuminate this abode with the light of grace,
So that human reason may find what it has lost.
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It is the Night of Destiny, why do you not know its worth?
It uplifts you every moment, why do you not uplift it?
9| Cawoddy oSl )|)§ 9| Q.wo.))s QJ|9,;.) |) Y]
Gl gl 5o bz gl uwes)gs 93 pl> @f
He has made you crazy, he has taken your soul,
He has tasted your pain, why don't you show it in his soul?
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If he is water and you are thirsty, why don't you seek yourself?
If he is musk and you can smell, why don't you reveal yourself?
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Ghazal 2545: Do you not know that when you move like a chain, in
drunkenness,
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Do you not know that when you move like a chain, in drunkenness,
You release the world from the prison of the madmen?
Olamow 9 OlingS> 5 5 Ol Gleauiis )Se



Gl a5 g5 ol @ Gl (glossuis )Sg
Have you not heard of the hands of the selfless and intoxicated?
And if you have not heard, then tend to your soul, so that you may tend to it.
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You know, I do not know what this cry from my soul is,
And from this bewildering sound, I am amazed, oh what a delightful bewilderment.
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Salutations to the intoxicated and selfless, salutations to the pleasure-seekers,
Salutations to those who know that they themselves are the very essence of pleasure.
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Ghazal 2546: At dawn, I spoke to the moon, "Oh, you who are my body and I
your soul, see my state and hear my cry, for you know it well.
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At dawn, I spoke to the moon, "Oh, you who are my body and I your soul, see my
state and hear my cry, for you know it well.
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Beyond faith and disbelief, riding the fast steed,
What a fearless sultan you are, just keep doing what you do.
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Come back to us and pass through the forest, behold the souls,
See the trees, bloodied and wet, like coral branches.
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Have you heard that a flaw can carry a man's name,
Fearless of self-inflicted wounds on his forehead.
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Do not deny the purity of the righteous, fear not the wounds of the fearless,
For the patience of the sorrowful souls will make you vanish into nothingness.
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Do not entangle yourself with the strangers, oh enemy of the dervishes,



Do not strike them with your claws, for you cannot defeat them.
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Shams al-Din Tabrizi, who grants life and sheds blood,
Rises fiercely from the fire with divine powers.
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Ghazal 2547: 1 suddenly became lost in the hands of love, so that you may
know.
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I suddenly became lost in the hands of love, so that you may know.
In this drunkenness, if I commit a sin, do not turn away from me.
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Oh, what a visible refuge tonight and tomorrow!
Oh, my soul is enraptured by you, oh what a state of turmoil!
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From the tangled locks like chains, my state has become complicated.
Amidst the waves of my heart's blood, how long will you keep me waiting?
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When I come before you with a new excuse, you push me away.
Oh, what stubbornness and playfulness, oh, what coquetry and forehead!
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You speak like a lily, turning water into oil.
Why do you act like a stranger to me, when you are of my own kind?
03k 2) Yliwe B) GOlw 25 pulxe )
Sl>9) Ggiuso 525 031> > Glise o)

Oh, what a gathering, what a cupbearer, what drunken ones, what wine!
Oh, those lovers who have given their hearts, oh, that spiritual beloved.
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The wine of your love keeps the world of beauty in its place,
Only your face's beauty can give life to someone's soul.
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The soul has seen the truth, a lordly gift from Shams al-Din,
In Tabriz, a beautiful manifestation of divine power.
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Ghazal 2548: You have the justification that you will turn away from us,
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You have the justification that you will turn away from us,
But when the Kaaba disappears, where will the Muslim remain?
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You are a sovereign and a living soul, you are both that and this.
You are the advisor of the souls of birds, for they have Solomon.
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The sky is safe from every tumult, the earth is full of robbery and tumult,
But the earth has disorder and confusion from the sky.
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The earth is like the body, the sky is like the mind and soul,
If the body is fat or thin, you know it's from the soul.
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When the body lets go of reason, it causes chaos in this body,
The body says, "I'm sorry, you left me to guard myself.
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Your blessings are to the soul as reason is to the mind,
When you turn away from reason, what does the rational mind have?
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Joseph becomes a wolf, Moses becomes like Pharaoh,
When your stirrup is left, the saddle becomes the last thing.
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As we are a hand and you are a mine, bring forth whatever you will,
As we are dust and you are water, make flourish whatever you irrigate.
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You seek and are sought, like a magnet, O Master,
You speak and are unspoken, like an astrolabe and a scale.
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Ghazal 2549: When he saw that infidel's locks, he became a Muslim
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When he saw that infidel's locks, he became a Muslim
Oh ancient Islam, welcome him as a guest, as a guest
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The heart is joyful with faith, oh what a master of masters you are
You yourself are [slam, a true believer in faith
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Insight sees through your insight, truth is your truth
You are the light of all mysteries, you are the soul of all life
oL olez > ails g5 cahl slxel 3
Gl @ 9) 2l 19,5 pal adw 2idl)>
If your grace does not come to aid, the world will lose its radiance
The ceiling of this universe will collapse, leading to ruin and devastation
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When your glory transcends beyond both worlds,
Oh what confusion for souls, what bewilderment and perplexity.
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I search in both worlds for a simile to describe you,
But I cannot find one, oh Lord, who can comprehend you?
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I have searched through all remedies, I will not seek a cure for pain
I will die in your loyalty, for you are the ultimate remedy.
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Oh my soul, shedding blood, I fly towards Tabriz



Speak the name of Shams al-Din, if you have a remedy anywhere
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Your qualities, oh bright moon, possess unique wonders
That can make even weeping clouds laugh with joy.
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If you flee from fortune and avoid this heartless world,
By the grace of the King, you will easily come to hand.
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Ghazal 2550: One smoke appeared in the morning in Hamoun,
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One smoke appeared in the morning in Hamoun,
The heart of lovers is like fire, the body is a vessel.
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Come, dance and sway in that smoke and fire,
Where joyfully burns the heart of every lover.
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If you light up like a candle, oh you, the fortune and the day,
When you burn like a moth, the soul without a body will come.
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No one can make the rounds of the towers except with a moon-like face,
For leaving the mundane behind is not the work of everyone.
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Go, surrender yourself to the King like rain,
You will see the sea refreshed, in that sea full of blood.
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What are tulips, roses, and basil in that garden grown from blood?
You will see and cleanse your soul with your own hands, like soap.
039) 93 Jl B0 WiZe T )d i8))d 92
Gl &S 097 WA= 335 Cjw e 97



When you enter that pure treasury, free from door and window,
Like Jesus, your needle will become the veil of the treasure of Qarun.
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You will see the Holy King, find Him without lips to kiss,

Like Moses from Khidr's guidance, become like Aaron in poverty's abyss.
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Like still water and like a rising wave,

Into the sea of nothingness, gone in less and more's cave.
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When you gaze upon the King, you whirl in such drunkenness,
As if you have consumed thousands of pounds of opium.
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When you see Shams Tabrizi, you pour out gratitude from your soul,
In that moment, you exist in both the inner and outer worlds.
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Ghazal 2551: A heart or a wise eye you are, or the light of God's sight,
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A heart or a wise eye you are, or the light of God's sight,
A lover's illuminating lamp you are, or the sun's ritual rite.
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When your name is heard, hearts cannot contain themselves in their abodes,
All problems are solved by the light of the Eternal, which you can see.
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I said, "O Sun, accompany me with you,
For you have become the cure and solace for all pains.
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He said, "I will steal the soul, I will step on the throne,
I come with little water and clay, except at the time and every moment.
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If you are not aware of yourself, you cannot be a companion,
For only the poor can find the divine ascension.
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You are poor in appearance, but your breath is powerful within,
A disbelieving thief who became a guide on the path.
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Don't hide your hair like an old man in this lion's den,
There is an old man whose bed is the knowledge of the unseen.
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The physician of lovers is he, the world is like his soul,
He is the one who melts iron, turning it into a mirror with his sighs.
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In an instant, he turns the flower into gold, the head into the feet,
From him, the soul and the body of the faithless find the light of religion.
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Come and see his secrets in that labyrinth and courtyard,
Every dead thing has become alive through his breath, like Vis and Ramin.
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From Shams-e Tabrizi, pour out these words, O heart,
In hope that the King of Kings, that sweet Shah, will return.
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Ghazal 2552: Where can the outsiders be among the lovers,
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Where can the outsiders be among the lovers,
who have a hundred faces of desire for the tomorrow of love?
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They have desire, and their absence makes the King of Life reject them.
He builds a dam of iron against them, like the way of Dhul-Qarnayn.
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With such a vile face, an outsider in such a river,
what treasure can a hypocrite employer offer to the righteous?
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That one knows the root of life, the veins of all lions,
seeing it one by one, through the light of illumination.
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He knows the outcomes, sends the wages,
forgives the well-being to every friend and individual.
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He throws off a veil, reveals a sun,
gives the light of divinity, makes a fresh creation.
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If this King is an outsider, it's not the people's fire and passion,
it's for seeking and searching, from the crooked path of the ego's thoughts.
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It is he who 1is the outsider, without a doubt, for he is the mirror,
Reflecting your image in his heart, revealing both good and bad.
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Don't turn away from that light, lest you remain blind forever,
Don't try to overpower the lions, for you are just a fox in delusion.
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He who joins the lions, breaks the necks of the dogs,
No deceit remains, nor trickery, nor outsider, nor a hundred faces.
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Ghazal 2553: Where is the covenant and promise that you made, yet you do not
speak of it?
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Where is the covenant and promise that you made, yet you do not speak of it?
You do not seek someone who seeks your heart and soul.
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Why do you not rid yourself of the thoughts that cause you to shed tears of blood,
And why do you not wash your hands of them?
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I have become an arrow for your eyelashes, straight and true,
Why, oh eye of my destiny, do you look at me crookedly like an eyebrow?
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What pleasure do you find in being cruel, causing such misery?
Only then will your lover, when you are kind, speak of your beauty.
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From all the lions, I saw only fleeing and weak gazelles,
Oh heart, seeking that lion, only God knows what kind of gazelle you are.
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Oh heart, even if you do not allow yourself to stay in the alley of your beloved,
I am content with giving my soul and body, and bring you the good news that you
belong to that alley.
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Sometimes soar high, sometimes bow low before the king,
Serve him with your blows, for he is the mallet and you are the ball.
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Oh heart, I searched high and low and found nothing in you but the beloved,
Do not call me a disbeliever, if I say that you are that beloved.
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I am a slave to ecstasy, for in ecstasy I am,
When I return to myself, I am here, you are there.
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Be silent, for from his reproach it will be understood that he speaks,
I do not know your language, for I am a Turk and you are a Hindu.
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Ghazal 2554: If you are happy without me, my beloved, why do you ensnare
me in a hundred traps? And if you desire us together, why don't you smile
gently?
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If you are happy without me, my beloved, why do you ensnare me in a hundred traps?
And if you desire us together, why don't you smile gently?
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Someone who drinks sugar in the sugar house with a cup, cannot experience happiness
in this barren desert for years.
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Smile, my friend, like a garden, lest the enemy's heart be troubled. And think that you
have lifted this servant's heart.
S gab o> )5 92 LS JS 9 olo Sy 92
EX9 § 625 S > | @V bl
As you became jealous of the moon and the rose, and in hearts you sowed desire, it is
not fitting for your beauty to return from a union.
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Oh, the joy of that drunken state in which you made a covenant with us. You spoke to

me like a drunkard, saying we are one, like parent and child.
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You continuously offered wine with a hundred kindnesses and a hundred joys, so take
this cup of selflessness that brings wisdom and understanding.
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Greetings, O master, what is the excuse for this hour? Neither a sea nor a heartful sea,
neither a cupbearer nor a lord.
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Neither a ruby nor a coral, neither peace of heart nor soul,
Neither a garden nor a flowerbed, neither a sugar mine nor candy.
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I remain silent on the condition that you offer wine in silence. I give you advice not
because I am worthy of giving advice, but because I care for you.
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Ghazal 2555: Why, O life of my soul, do you have a home in this world?
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Why, O life of my soul, do you have a home in this world?
The speaking dust does not exist, nor does the sober stone.
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Why give bitterness like poison, why make sharp like a thorn?
Why be quick to anger, why be shrouded in darkness at night?
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In that rose garden, I am amazed one day
That a thorn in this world would become a thorn in his covenant.
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Perhaps His Holiness veiled that face out of jealousy,
So that none other than He may see it, and it may not be exposed to strangers.
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Perhaps the world's thick and painful sight has come to the heart,
Unable to perceive the fire of that face's grace.
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The ugly-eyed ones must wear ugly clothes,
And who can cover the ugliness of that shameless one?
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From His nakedness, His grace wears the garment of shame,
From His purity, even sweat becomes a flowing stream.
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And with all this physicality, He plunged and covered Himself,
Grace emerged from His eyes, and He became visible from every direction.
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He covered His grace, hiding His eyes,
So that sight may be deprived and slow in its journey.
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But that unseen light commands you every moment,
The wine that increases your sobriety from unconsciousness.
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For the beautiful ones, leisure is in their manner,
But their love holds a thousand tricks and deceits.
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As you indulge in bodily pleasures,
Do not be heedless of that ecstasy,
Even if you possess the soul of souls.
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Seek that within yourself, not before or after, not around the world,
Can't you see that in your sleep, you are in a garden of flowers.
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Which direction do you know, which direction do you see?
You are in that garden, whether in sleep or wakefulness.
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When you opened the eyes of your soul, you saw the spiritual realm,
From there, you will be a wayfarer like a child, when you turn towards the King from
this side.
ol Wlawo jl Gjoy dS o)l A Golas
61> 25 )3 Giln 95 e 51 oSg
Which king can I not describe? He spoke a secret of His attributes,
But through an example, you may know if you possess wisdom.
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I do not seek crumbs from the greedy and covetous,
They do not seek a leader, only a bread-winner.
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