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Preface

Divan Shams is a collection of poems written by the Persian poet and Sufi mystic
Mawlana Jalal-ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi, also known as Rumi. A compilation of
lyric poems written in the Persian language, it contains 3,230 ghazals. While following
the long tradition of Sufi poetry as well as the traditional metrical conventions of
ghazals, the poems in the Divan showcase Rumi’s unique, trance-like poetic style.
Written in the aftermath of the disappearance of Rumi’s beloved spiritual teacher,
Shams-i Tabrizi, the Divan is dedicated to Shams and contains many verses praising
him and lamenting his disappearance. Although not a didactic work, Divan still
explores deep philosophical themes, particularly those of love and longing.

This is the ninth of nine volumes. It presents ghazals 2918 to 3251 of the Divan, the
poems whose rhymes run from the letter Ye: 334 poems in 3,665 couplets, each

Persian couplet followed by its English translation, line by line. Volumes 1 to 8 hold
ghazals 1 to 2917.

The object of this work is to translate all poems of the Divan Shams, line by line so
that the young generation of Persians unable to read the original Farsi can read it and
encourage them to learn Farsi.
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Reveal your face, for my desire is a garden and a flower bed.

Open your lips, for my wish is abundant sweetness.
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Ghazal 2918: I knock on the door of every house,
Gl o )5 dil> @ije
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I knock on the door of every house,
Is there a madman in your alley?
A rc>|.) UT a3|9,g.) UL‘? E).D
Gla13)3 (60> Gaine pl>
The bird of the soul became mad in the trap of love,
The trap of the beloved is a painful affliction.

CunlzS 56 gljoyes loJac
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Where are the screaming intellects, in the end?
In the sea of madness, where are the courageous hearts?
TS G of ugize a3 (gl
Slludl @rod)> inigS ay U
Oh God, where is that Leyli of Majnun?

So that I may whisper my tale of pain into her ear.
355 el Jie S il
Gl plable goamsd |l
Since the ear of reason is an unwelcome guest,
It is foreign to the enchantment of lovers.
ol gl ygize Yl aS aljaludiw
Glli aiwSis b 31> Jao
The chain of curls, which is the life of Majnun,
Has a desire for a broken-shouldered one.

M 9y 9 aiidyy Lo i
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Our city has become full of chaos and commotion,
Seeking refuge from the sedition of the seducers.
s > lide JWB sl i)
slailaos hg ab z,9 55
Make the key faster, O locksmith,

For he has a toothache in his private parts.
Sl 02y 950 35 S oS lpue



©laily9 39, 35 (12))9 92 S
Hush! Do not walk crookedly, for you are not Farzin,
Who, even when crooked, is a noble one.

Giwlgyd G |y Ohaw )5 114 32
Ghazal 2919: If you sought headlessness for the leaders,
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If you sought headlessness for the leaders,

You would have sought a head for the fallen.
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For the sake of describing the fires of sorrow,
Either a tongue or a heart would have sufficed.

9l Sligo &) 0l el b
Or a ray from the moon-like face of his,
In the dark night of sorrow, is with us.
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Or someone else for companionship,
Also from that path, headless and footless.
0ej 1 de O jl 639 il S
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If there were a trace of that moon on earth,
Lamentations would rise from the sky.
ole> JENEueTIS] )..\.C Cuwd 4 g
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If not, your hand would be on the mouth,
Without this, there would be chaos left and right.
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If you were struck by a ray from that pearl,
You would either be in the sea or the sea itself.
J> ez )3 35 S e a9
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Otherwise, the dust of honor would have fallen in the eyes of the heart,
And the eyes would have flowed towards the seas.
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The love of two worlds is not a desire,
Otherwise, from the Unseen, both worlds would be "no".
Gwljoz juw p Gule 4 )9
To love, being dust is the desire,
Otherwise, the lover is on the head of a walnut.
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Until both worlds melt like snow,
By the fire of love, hell is made cool.

L aloz (63)95 Giue Lol
Giwlbwgo dzxiy > Lac )
You have devoured everything like the dragon of love,
If the staff is in the hand of Moses.
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You have made a morsel of both worlds just as
a single piece of bread before the hunger of a dog.
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You came before Shams al-Din of Tabriz,
To receive his manifestations.
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Ghazal 2920: Oh green and moist spring, you have arrived joyfully
3ol 3L i g juww gy (ol
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Oh green and moist spring, you have arrived joyfully
And oh silver-haired beloved, you have arrived joyfully
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You stirred up turmoil in my head and soul,
Oh life of my soul, you arrived joyfully.
039 530 glod 13l S8y
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You stirred up turmoil in the minds of men and women,



A hundred thousand tumults and troubles, you arrived joyfully.
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My work is from your silver arm,
Oh calamity of silver and gold, you arrived joyfully.
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Do not step on the sun's rays with your feet,
Oh you who are the sun and the moon, you arrived joyfully.
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The ruby says from within its mine,
You arrived joyfully towards that mountain and waist.

Syl plle aS gy Huodd
Shams Tabrizi, whose essence fills the world,
Arrived joyfully, intoxicated and unaware.
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Ghazal 2921: Is the cupbearer here, O master? Yes
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Is the cupbearer here, O master? Yes

Will he guide us to that high place? Yes
ol ceSe)l slowd Ul Giny
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Before those lips that say "yes" and "no",

Will the servant become sugar and halva? Yes.
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Does his eye have the intoxicating wave? Yes
Is his curl the source of blackness? Yes
G 9w Ol Cu3S) e ()l
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All that has passed, that lofty cypress,
Will it come back to us, like a flower? Yes.
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When I sleep under his palm tree's shade,
Will I become sweeter than a date? Yes.
G 2 Ol gl 355 pd e po
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Both a spy and a thief, O soul, every night,
Does he steal the silver of that moon-like face? Yes.
ol 69, LT 3Ty oz
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When his face shines like the rising sun,
Will the thief become helpless and ashamed? Yes.
9% lgl> gl aS uS of wliib
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The one who eats sweets without restraint,
Will he suffer from jaundice? Yes.
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Enough of the one who hides a secret,
He will emerge from the hidden garden. Yes.

o 9 A Aol 6 @ Rad gi p (PAPY Jjé
Ghazal 2922: You are both the candle and the witness, you are also the wine,
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You are both the candle and the witness, you are also the wine,
You are a spring amidst the winter of our lives.

AiSguw yi o Guie jl Gyb yo
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Every direction is burnt with your love,
The sun and a hundred thousand others like it.
N8 D il Ao 9=
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As your fire always ignites in the reed,
The desire for this sweetness has left my soul.
Glae @ |y Ohlio 2o Gy pu
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You cut off the heads of a hundred thousand in love,

The soul's Venus that speaks of sighs and cries.
2 ez jl dleag;lw ¢lale
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Lovers have built from evil eyes,
Houses underground like the city of Rey.

GlazaSil yiy Giils jl
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Not knowing is not a worse torture,
Woe to the one who remains in good and evil.
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Those women of Egypt in ecstasy,
Have taken wounds without a cry of woe.
6295w jl ol ab&o D
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On the night of the king's ascension in ecstasy,
He traversed the path of a hundred thousand years.
Ol ook jI Sy
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Break away from the wine of the intoxicated,
Boarding up the bones, sweat, and filth.
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Shams Tabrizi, erase us from existence,
For you are like the sun, and we are like dust.
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Ghazal 2923: I saw a breeze in my head from a cup of wine
©losb jl oy )35l G 5L
sloslhad as jl p3,S g
I saw a breeze in my head from a cup of wine
I drank from the hand of a prince
>je3 abgt gl 830 )3l 92 l
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As the soul dives into His cup of wine,
A simple yet radiant ecstasy arises within.
wxally G A ule paz
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The eye of the soul saw a wondrous image,
Everywhere was adorned with joyful beauty.
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You have fallen asleep, intoxicated with love,
And the cupbearer stands over you.
Sl o> Gl 3 gug Ol
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The longing has tied the feet of hearts,
The joy has opened the wings of the soul.
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The intoxicated ones have ascended to the throne,
So that the prayer mat of asceticism became a carpet.
ol g Gl jw (G50 puosh
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Shams Tabrizi is the head of this fortune,
In secret, a fortune is prepared by him.

sloy9=> Jlo Guine jl ol :FAPF Jjc
Ghazal 2924: Oh, the sighs of love for a heavenly beauty,
Gloyg> Jloz e jl of
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Oh, the sighs of love for a heavenly beauty,
Who has kept herself distant from her lovers.

Ol I giasgs S5
The new life emerged from her killing,
Fresh health was born from her illness.
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If you possess a pearl, see my state,
From the ocean, I am far away in a single drop.

weadS Jae S ol=S alic (gl 1puaS
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I said, "Oh my intellect, where are you?" The intellect replied, "Since I have become
wine, how can I be a grape?
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Burn your soul and make ashes ofit,



So that no furnace remains in both worlds.
Elow )3yl oyl JS U
loyo; Jjl agso ol 255
Until lifeless souls dance in ecstasy,
Like bees around the eternal honey.
B> A G0 puads Of 2S G
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Until that Shams Tabrizi, by right,
Makes all your ruins prosperous and bright.
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Ghazal 2925: Oh heart, nurtured by the rose garden,
lody9y2 )SuilS jS >
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Oh heart, nurtured by the rose garden,
Oh heart, nourished by the lion of lions.
wlosl; Jol Jée 35 > 59
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Oh heart, born of the first intellect,
You have taken Hatim's place from Solomon's hand.
Ol> & )l cidine wdlb
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Your love has no power over any soul,
What kind of soul have you brought forth?
Cowl 9| U“S.c )‘| uL\STS U.)L\ST
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A sun that derives its light from his reflection,
You have hidden it under the skirt of the simple.
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Like a lamp in a hundred thousand darknesses,
Like a Christ to a hundred thousand dead.
elaiisS Lolw aS |y ol ol
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From which grapes have you squeezed this wine,
That you have become the cupbearer divine?
slogro ) Ole= Ylomo; e
§lo3,udl i Juo Suws



Like a fruit in winter for the world,
You are the hand that revives a hundred thousand dead.
0) 92 6355 )j 92 VbeS); B
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You turned work of goldsmiths into gold, like gold,
You are the Shah Salahuddin, who revived a hundred dead.
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Ghazal 2926: Whether you walk in water or in fire,
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Whether you walk in water or in fire,
I do not know, but you walk beautifully.
EIIP LP9 Ao )b Ggw aS g,
The color of God is evident in your face,
Go towards your beloved, with a moon-like gait.
SR b 9 iy | Lo s
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You strike the backs and feet of the images,
Walking towards the imageless, nameless.
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The taste of souls strikes upon your soul,
Drunk and reckless, you walk.
9) JW8l 3930 93 -y )
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Chasing after you, fortune runs,
Whether towards the throne or the carpet, you walk.
ok g jl g)l> pw )5 SIT
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The one who carries the yearning for the beloved in their head,
What wonder if you walk bewildered.
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The king Salahuddin, come forth from these six directions,
Although you walk in these six, your appearance is not all there is.
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Ghazal 2927: From where have you come, do you know?
Lildue losel xS
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From where have you come, do you know?
From amidst the holy sanctuary.
Al @b @ g S S
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Remember, lest it slips your mind,
Those spiritual states so kind.
G125 9 0> o))
So you have forgotten those things,
No wonder you are bewildered and lost.
S o (52 @2 gy 0l
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Selling one's soul for a handful of dust,
What kind of trade is this, at such a low cost?
s95 cand ol 5 S o35
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Return to the earth at your own value,
Not a slave, but a king, a sultan.
Blosol SIS j g5 cug>
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For your sake, they have come down from the heavens,
The happy-faced ones, hidden in delight.

Ghazal 2928: What you keep hidden in your heart,
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What you keep hidden in your heart,
Don't seek it elsewhere, it's just a thought.
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You have thought that hearts are asleep,
May God grant you wakefulness.
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Every tree, whatever it holds in its heart,
Has seen a flower or a thorn.
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Like a bat, you have hidden from the day,
So they don't know that you are sick.
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You have revealed more than anyone to God,
Although you have secrets in front of you.
Gilasie o2 adnil j az S
Before the sun, you are like a bat,
Although you are sick with worry.
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Even if the harp doesn't lament, they know
What form it takes in times of sorrow.
A6l o (el j MUy g
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And if one laments from grief, they also know
That one lacks the quality of sobriety.
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Ghazal 2929: Oh, passing thought that enters my heart,
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Oh, passing thought that enters my heart,
Neither a thought, nor a fairy, nor a human.
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I seek the trace of your footsteps,
You transcend neither earth nor heaven.
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If those who know are unaware of you,



It is not because you are unaware of those who are unaware.
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Companion and beloved of the heart, are you the heart?
Are you a resident of sight or the sight itself?
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Oh, heart, in the presence of generosity,
Stand still in the sight of God.
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Do not rush through passing and novelty,
Exchange the night for the dawn.
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Your wise planning has created for us
A beautiful form for the manifestation of the divine.
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If the form is the soul and the image is the intellect,
Your love is different and you yourself are different.
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This image-making is the father of all forms,
Oh, you who have made fathers into fathers.
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Not all monsters are blue,
What can water do when you take it away?
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If the monster and the form increase the soul,
Do not tempt me with another, you are different.
lg) S0y ye cnl Vguo
Srade iz 0y |y Sy
From the monster comes the flowing sand,
Why count the sand grains as worthless?
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Ghazal 2930: Why are you all sugar and sweetness,
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Why are you all sugar and sweetness,
Why are you a beloved and a sweet gaze?
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Why are you smiling like a flower,
Why are you fresh like a tree branch?
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Why do you pave the way with just one smile,
Why do you take away my mind with just one wink?
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Why are you as pure as the celestial sphere,
Why are you as agile as the lunar disk?
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Why are you boundless like the sea,
Why are you bright and pleasant like a gemstone?
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Why do you make the wise ones crazy,
Oh, you who are a seducer in all professions.
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Why do you make the inhabitants dance in the doorways,
From humans to angels, demons, and fairies?
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Why do you break people's repentance,
Why do you veil people's moon?
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All hearts are in contemplation of you,
Where are you and what contemplation are you in?
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Ghazal 2931: If you find the scent of life from the hidden beloved,
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If you find the scent of life from the hidden beloved,
You cannot contain it in a hundred worlds if you find just one sign.
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When you receive the love of the soul, without an army, you become a prince,
You will attain both the kingdom of the unseen and the knowledge of the unseen.
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The treasure that you heard of, you chose the longing for it,
If you didn't find it on earth, you will find it in the sky.
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If you are faithful in love, oh you who are made of clay,
You will see it for free, and you will find it for free.
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In the blessed mirror, undoubtedly you will find
The image of paradise, one by one, in the world so kind.
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When the arrow of love exhausts you, the beloved makes you drunk,
If you lose your life, you will still find a hundred like it.
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The lock of the difficult charm becomes easy to obtain,
If you find a moment of peace from the whispers of the heart.
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To break the idols for the sake of the King of souls,
So that you may find the image of the bound one in plain sight.
G> 9 Cdo Yol jl (G0 ) oy
e ooz Jo @lbo gl )
In Tabriz, you will find a hundred translators in the secrets of the Absolute, from the
realization of Shams-e Tabrizi and the truth.
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Ghazal 2932: What would happen, O brother, if you don't sleep one night?
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What would happen, O brother, if you don't sleep one night?
You would remain alive like a flame, not sleeping like a spark.
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The doors of the sky open wide on a hard night,
May you shine bright like the moon, O good star, if you don't sleep.
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If a heavenly man longs for that world,
He will not remain under the sky unless he shines on the zenith.
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When the Ethiopian army attacks Rome at night,
You must not sleep like Caesar in rest and turmoil.
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Be a traveler like Jesus in the day, O soul,
In water and in flower, until you don't sleep like a donkey.
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At night, when paths can be cut through the night,
If you desire the city of your beloved, do not sleep on the journey.
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In the shadow of God, the fortunate sleep,
Beware, O brother, do not sleep elsewhere.
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When Joseph was separated from his father, he was not afflicted,
O Joseph, beware lest you do not sleep except with your father.
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For your brothers have intentions for your life,
Beware not to sleep among them without caution.
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Tabriz cannot find the path of Shams al-Din,
If you do not pass on the path, do not sleep on the way.
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Ghazal 2933: Oh you, who are the leader of love, proclaim your greatness, for
in drunkenness, spread your hands and be disgusted with existence.
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Oh you, who are the leader of love, proclaim your greatness, for in drunkenness,
spread your hands and be disgusted with existence.
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You were in a hurry, waiting for the time to pass,
But when it was time for prayer, why did you sit down?
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You carve a hundred qiblas in the direction of the Qibla of Truth's scent,
And worship a hundred idols in the scent of that idol of love.
oleyd 034 pl= ¢l U= @l )2 SHYL
Gl 459 abw Vb 4y dg; do aS
Soar higher, oh soul, oh servant of command,
For the moon is high above, and the shadow is below.
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Like a beggar, do not knock on every door,
Ring the doorbell in the sky, for it has a long arm.
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How did the wine of your sky make you so intoxicated?
Become a stranger to this world, for you have also escaped from yourself.
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I tell you, how are you? No one can say
With a soul without form, how are you?
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Tonight you are drunk and disorderly, tomorrow you will see
What walls you have torn down, what glass you have shattered.
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Every glass I shattered, I put my trust in you,

For you have mended a hundred thousand broken ones.
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Oh hidden image, within the innermost being, oh soul,

You possess a thousand forms, except for the moon and the moon-like.
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You opened a hundred throats, even if you stole a ring,
You gave a hundred hearts and souls, even if you broke a chest.
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I have become insane, whatever I say is from madness,
Say "yes, yes" quickly, if you are my confidant.

',u.uS“ 1S )lS..w U“‘é) ‘O).\g )lS..w u‘-"g H i d o d}.ﬁ

Ghazal 2934: You said I will catch the prey, but you became the prey yourself
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You said I will catch the prey, but you became the prey yourself
You said I will find peace, but you became restless yourself.
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Why don't I call upon Khidr, since you have drunk from the fountain of life?
Why should I leave your side, now that you have become my companion?
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Why should I circle around you like a house of God?
Why should I kiss your feet now that you have become steadfast?
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Why should I not drink from your cup, since you are the bearer of existence?

Why should we not pour your wine, now that you have become a fountain of
sweetness?
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When Farugq is not present, how have you escaped separation?
When Siddiq is not present, how have you become the friend of the cave?
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Now you have become a servant to the one who was once your master,
Now you have become lofty and robust, having cast away sorrow.
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You have seen his garden, where a hundred kinds of flowers bloom,
You have made his hyacinths and tulips flourish.
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Oh, your eyes, Allah Allah, while you were walking, you were lost in thought,
Now, seeking refuge in Allah, you have become intoxicated.
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Then you were a poor man, stealing many a patched cloak,
Alas for the poor, how you became like Dhul-Fiqar!
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Tear out the root of death, for the trumpet blast is sounded,
Strike the neck of autumn, for you have become like spring.
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Safe from the resurrection, like a coin from the resurrection,
You have also been saved from the reckoning, having become countless.
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You have become free from bread, like fish in the sea,
And free from water, like a snake.
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Oh soul, created like an angel from the light of truth,
Freed from choice, yet you have become the essence of choice.
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From the desire of sensory pleasures, you once cut two or three days,



Now, from the desire of both friend and pleasure, you have become successful.
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You were a hunter of sorrow, without a creator,
But when you became a creator, you became one with the Creator.
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If you shed the blood of people or contend with the heavens,
You will seek forgiveness like a rose seeking pardon.
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Your coquetry is becoming, oh beautiful and delicate one,
My greatness has also become apparent, as I have become one of the greats.
S JlgugS ez az Sl loybeS )
Start from the door of meanings, in the circle of the silent ones,
Even though you have become like an earring in their ears.
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Ghazal 2935: Although under a patched cloak, a king and a Keikavus,
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Although under a patched cloak, a king and a Keikavus,
And though far from sight, remembered in heart and soul.
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Although in a lowly form, you have risen to the sky,
A heavenly lantern, not a support for the wheel.
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Your embrace exists for us in absolute non-existence,
Your fulfillment of our desires is conditional on our lack of desire.
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Until no weak foot steps into your alley,
Before you comes a lion, a lion and its cub.
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He puts his head out without a head and comes to you,
So that he may hear from the heavens without ears or worship.
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Pass the path of a month and go towards a day,
For like Solomon, you were born to bear the burden.
ote ol Lol il az )5 9 )b

oz Gale S oS o) )3 03 plz
Bring the treasure of the soul, not gold and silver,
Abandon ten dirhams if you are a lover of generosity.
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No need, O soul, for a guide on your path,

For this seeker is guided by your light and radiance.
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The moon drags its own light and radiance from place to place,
Like a wandering Arab camel from one place to another.
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From a hundred thousand repentances, Majnun's soul recognized,
As the scent of Layla's grave was lifted in the call to prayer.
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Do not be sad from decrease like the waning moon,

For after decrease, like the moon, comes increase.
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Every moment, bunches of basil come before you,
Freed from the hand of your suffering and from beautiful faith.
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Mocking Solomon, yes, I am lost,

Be lost like the hoopoe, if you have faith in bondage.
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Oh my friend, this is the door of guidance,
The morning has appeared, turn away from sleep.
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